Joint Ocean Commission Initiative/
Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Center for the Future of the Oceans

Regional Ocean Governance Workshop

While concepts related to regional ocean and coastal governance initiatives have been active topics of discussion, there have been relatively few opportunities to focus on the concrete, practical steps that are necessary to develop and implement such initiatives effectively. There is a timely need to bring together leaders of current efforts to discuss how to move regional ocean and coastal governance from concept to reality.

To address this need, the Joint Ocean Commission Initiative and the Monterey Bay Aquarium’s Center for the Future of the Oceans will convene a regional ocean governance workshop in March 2007. The purpose of the workshop is to advance the development and implementation of effective regional ocean and coastal governance initiatives throughout the nation. It will bring together state and federal leaders of current regional initiatives, both new and well-established, as well as representatives from academia, the private sector, and non-governmental organizations, to share their experiences.

The specific goals of the workshop will be to share lessons learned, identify model agreements and best practices, discuss information needs, explore measures of success, and identify opportunities for federal support and coordination. In addition to an increased understanding among participants for how to carry out large-scale, regional ocean and coastal governance initiatives, outcomes will include a white paper that incorporates the best practices and other major conclusions that emerge from the workshop, and a framework for a mechanism that enables ongoing communication and coordination among workshop participants and others involved in regional ocean and coastal initiatives.
Participation will be limited to no more than 150 individuals actively involved in the development and implementation of regional ocean and coastal initiatives in the United States. Participants will be drawn from a cross-section of initiatives in varying stages of development and implementation.
For more information, please contact Jay West at Meridian Institute at 202/354-6453 or jwest@merid.org
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